Devotion Guidelines:

1. Keep it short and interactive

2. Read the Scripture passage together.

3. Discuss how you and your family members will apply the lesson.

4. Pray for each other and ask for God's help to apply what you have learned.

Read Together Acts 11:19-26

19 So then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in
connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch,
speaking the word to no one except to Jews alone. 20 But there were some of them,
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch and began speaking to the
Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them,
and a large number who believed turned to the Lord. 22 The news about them
reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas off to
Antioch. 23 Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced
and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord;
24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And
considerable numbers were brought to the Lord. 25 And he left for Tarsus to look
for Saul; 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. And for an
entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the
disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Talk Together:

1. Who has encouraged your spiritual growth over the years?

2. Who is Barnabas? How did he encourage the believers in Antioch? (v. 20-23)
3. How is Barnabas described? (v. 24) Why do you think he was the best person to
send to Antioch?

4. From whom did Barnabas seek help in Tarsus and why? What was their
primary ministry for a whole year? (v. 25-26)

Conviction:
I will build up and encourage others to grow in their faith in Jesus and be faithful.

Application:
Be an Encourager! Think of people who need encouragement. How can you use
your resources, gifts, skills, or talents to encourage them this week?

Pray Together:
Dear Father, empower us with the Holy Spirit to seize every opportunity to build
up and encourage others to be faithful and strong in the Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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