Devotion Guidelines:

1. Keep it short and interactive

2. Read the Scripture passage together with each family member reading a verse

3. Remember that Bible study is for application and transformation. Discuss with how
you and your family members will apply the lesson from the verses.

4. Pray for each other's requests and ask for God's help to apply what you have learned.

Read Together:

Matthew 5: 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”

Matthew 18:23-35 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he had begun to settle them, one
who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 25 But since he did not have the
means to repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along with his wife and children and
all that he had, and repayment to be made. 26 So the slave fell to the ground and
prostrated himself before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me and | will repay you
everything.” 27 And the lord of that slave felt compassion and released him and forgave
him the debt. 28 But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves who owed him
a hundred denarii; and he seized him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back what you
owe.” 29 So his fellow slave fell to the ground and began to plead with him, saying, ‘Have
patience with me and | will repay you.” 30 But he was unwilling and went and threw him
in prison until he should pay back what was owed. 31 So when his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were deeply grieved and came and reported to their lord all that had
happened. 32 Then summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked slave, | forgave you
all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not also have had mercy on your
fellow slave, in the same way that | had mercy on you?’ 34 And his lord, moved with anger,
handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 My
heavenly Father will also do the same to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother
from your heart.”

Talk Together:

1. What does it mean to be merciful?

2 How will God bless the merciful?

3. How is mercy portrayed in the story of the king and his slaves?
4. Will God be merciful to us if we don’t show mercy? Why?

Conviction: | am recipient of God’s mercy. | will forgive as He has forgiven me.

Application: To whom do | need to extend forgiveness in a way that points
them to Jesus, starting with my family?

Pray Together: Dear Lord, may our lives continually reflect the mercy that You
have shown to us. Give us courage to ask for forgiveness from people we have
wronged and empower us to forgive just as You have forgiven us. Amen.
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