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SUCCESS, not a Wasted Life
28 And

we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For
those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers
and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
Romans 8:28-30
Success. What is success? People use different benchmarks by which we measure success. Some measure it by the amount of
money they have, others through the power or influence they have, others to professional growth, others through popularity, still others
through the amount of material possessions. . . but what is true success by Christian standards? Matthew Barnett, author of God’s
Dream for You says ― success is where you are in God’s calling.‖ Once you are in the center of God’s will, that is success.
Romans 8:28-30: This is one of the more favorite verses -- but do you truly understand what it means?
AND WE KNOW THAT IN ALL THINGS – this should be our foundation of faith – a knowledge that in ALL things, whether good or bad,
whether in victories or failures, whether in success or trials. He is concerned with every detail of our life, even the smallest
uninteresting miniscule aspect. He is concerned with EVERYTHING.
GOD WORKS FOR THE GOOD OF THOSE WHO LOVE HIM – that in ALL situations God is working for what is good for us.
Sometimes what God deems is good and necessary for us is not the same as our understanding of what we need and what is good for
us, but if we truly love Him and in our love for Him – obey His commandments, God will continually work for what is His best for us. If
we want God to be glorified in our life, let us allow God to do the work – in us and through us.
CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE – we know that we were created for a reason. A reason, a purpose set aside for us from
the day we were conceived. This purpose – is HIS PURPOSE. Our calling, His purpose for us is for us to have a personal relationship
with Him. We are after all ―a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare
the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9) No matter what our experiences are, no
matter who we are – God has moved us out of darkness, out of sin and into the light. His ultimate purpose for us is for us to be saved.
FOR THOSE GOD FOREKNEW – Jeremiah 1:5 ―Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you
apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” We are called to be the prophets of today, the chosen ones who will share the
good news of God’s grace and love to those who are still in the dark. It is our mission, our task, our calling to “Go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you.”
HE ALSO PREDESTINED TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON – even before we were born God has already
predestined us, we have all been chosen to be molded and chiseled into the image of Jesus Christ. It is through our transformation
that other people will know that there is a God. . . there is a God who loves us, a God who has chosen to save us, a God who is
constantly and intricately involved in the lives of the people he loves.
There is something we must understand about this promise--this is a conditional promise. For the person who does not love God and is
not interested in knowing Him or growing spiritually, all things do not necessarily work for good because sometimes the "good" is a
spiritual lesson or depth of character developed as a result of adversity. God values character far more than wealth, prominence,
health, and many other blessings we cherish. (Charles Stanley)
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THE STORY OF JOSEPH, THE DREAMER (Genesis 37-45)

Seven Crises in the Life of Joseph
He was . . .
A. Hated by his brothers (Gen. 37:1-17):
B. Thrown in a pit (Gen. 37:18-24):
C. Sold into slavery by his brothers (Gen. 37:25-36):
D. Forced to work as a slave for Potiphar, Pharaoh’s chief bodyguard (Gen. 39:1-6):
E. Targeted for Seduction by Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:7-20):
F. Sent to prison unjustly for refusing the advances of Potiphar’s wife (Gen. 39:20-23):
G. Asked to interpret Pharaoh’s dream (Gen. 41:15-16):
Joseph had every ―right‖ to be bitter with God and yet inspite of everything he went through Joseph remained faithful. . . that is why
several times in the book of Genesis we see the phrase ―the Lord was with Joseph‖. Despite the trials that Joseph encountered, he
continued to live a Christ-like life. In whatever situation he was in, Joseph continued to be faithful to God, he continued to serve – to do
his best in service to his earthly masters and to the Lord. . . so that the presence of God was evident in Joseph’s life and he found favor
among the people he came in contact with . . . and later he found success. His success was not because of his own efforts but rather
because Joseph remained in the Lord and with the Lord, and as a result of his relationship with God, Joseph was blessed -- and he in
turn was able to bless others.
Joseph trusted and depended in the Lord . . . so that he was able to say ―You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.‖ Genesis 50:20
We must learn from Joseph’s example. To remain faithful to God in everything. . . in the same way that Joseph was. When trials and
problems come our way, we have to believe that God is involved and intricately concerned with our life. . . our day to day troubles, our
minute to minute worries. . . but we on the other hand must also do our part. We have to continue to strive to grow in our Christlikeness. . . moment by moment, day by day. . . so that with God’s molding and guidance, His presence will become evident in our
lives and we can radiate the light of Jesus Christ. We have been blessed so that we in turn can become a blessing to many others.
We can only have a successful life if we continue to stay in the path that has been set by the Lord for us. We can only have a
successful life if we continue to draw closer and more intimately with Him. We can only have a successful life if we continue to grow
and enjoy our transformation into Christ. . . humble and selfless.
We may believe that we have so many wasted years, so many wasted opportunities, so many mistakes . . . too many times in our past,
we have not only stumbled but have fallen flat on our faces, falling into the lowest of the lowest points. . . but remember our God is a
god of not just second and third chances. . . He is a faithful God, unchanging, and persistent in His love and yearning for us. And like
Joseph, He can turn all those ―bad things‖ into something that will give Him glory. When God called us, we became a new creation –
and since God cannot make anything ugly – all the ugliness in our past life will become something beautiful, something that will give
Him glory. . . something that – when other people will look at – they will know that our God is merciful and loving.
All these can only be possible if we allow ourselves to be driven and led by the Holy Spirit. If we allow ourselves to be molded,
chiseled and transformed. “What I'm getting at, friends, is that you should simply keep on doing what you've done from the
beginning. When I was living among you, you lived in responsive obedience. Now that I'm separated from you, keep it up.
Better yet, redouble your efforts. Be energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That energy is
God's energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at what will give him the most pleasure.”
(Philippians 2:12-13 Message)
It is not by our own efforts, not by our own doing that we can even desire to be Christ-like. It is only by the power of the Holy Spirit that
we can become transformed and conformed into the image of Christ-likeness.
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WORKS: Journaling Task
1.
2.
3.
4.

Are you experiencing trials? Problems?
How are you handling your trials?
What did you learn from the story of Joseph? Was there anything that struck you the most?
What is your personal understanding of Romans 8:28-30. . . break down the vese
a. And we know that in all things
b. God works for those who love Him
c. Those called according to His purpose
d. For those God foreknew
e. He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son
f. And those He predestined, he called
g. Those He called, He justified
h. Those He justified, He glorified
5. Are you living a justified, glorified life in Christ Jesus? Or do you insist on wasting your life in darkness?
This is something I read from Charles Stanley.
How to Turn a Crisis into an Opportunity
A. Trust that God is working everything in your life for your good (Rom. 8:28).
B. Believe that the heavenly Father is in control of everything.
C. Accept that the Lord’s ways are higher than ours (Isa. 55:8-9).
D. Refuse to make quick judgments in the midst of a crisis.
E. Focus on the Father instead of circumstances. Meditate on Scripture, which fuels your awareness of God’s unconditional love
and comforting presence.
F. Avoid dwelling on the pain. It’s normal to feel the sting of loss and suffering, but instead of fixating on the grief, go to the ultimate
Source of strength—God Himself.
G. Recall past crises and the opportunities that followed. (See Romans 8:29.)
H. Let go of anger immediately (Eph. 4:26).
I. Submit to God’s will.
J. Demonstrate a spirit of gratitude.
K. Determine to view the trial as a chance to see God at work.
L. Refuse to listen to unscriptural interpretations of the situation.
M. Remain in constant prayer, listening for the Father’s instructions. God will often use hardship to draw you closer to Himself.
N. Do not give in to fluctuating emotions.
O. Obey God and leave all the consequences to Him. You can’t go wrong by trusting Him with your entire life.

Are you facing a crisis today? If so, the Lord wants to use it to develop your skills, strengthen your character, and draw you closer to
Him. Let our prayer be that we will surrender to the grace and love of the Father, even in the midst of adversity. Then you will be able
to turn each crisis of your life into an amazing opportunity to see Him work.
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